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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Recollections of a Maryland Confederate Soldier and Staff Officer 
Under Johnston, Jackson and Lee. By McHenry Howard. Bal- 
timore, Williams & Wilkins Company, 1914, pp. 423, with 26 illus- 
trations and maps. 
At no time in the history of the world has there probably been a greater 
interest in soldiers than there is now. The whole world is reading and 
thinking of them, but is obtaining but slight information as to how they 
live and are conducting themselves in the field. In the absence of infor- 
mation about the present day soldier we turn readily to an eminently 
"true" book like the one here treated of, not only as giving information 
in regard to our Civil War, but as a very interesting account of a soldier's 
life in time of war. 

The author is a gallant Maryland ex-Confederate officer, whose 
modesty cannot hide from the reader his own soldierly qualities. 
He begins with an interesting account of conditions in Baltimore at the 
beginning of the war, and goes en through his service at First Manassas, 
Jackson's Valley Campaign, the Seven Days' Battles around Richmond, 
Cedar Run, the Wilderness, Spotsylvania. C. H., his first capture and 
imprisonment at Port Delaware, his exchange, re-entry into the service, 
the retreat from Richmond and the battle of Sailors Creek, where he was 
again captured and confined in the old Capitol Prison and at Johnsons 
Island. There were, of course, very many more engagements. Major 
Howard served chiefly as a staff officer, and showed noticeable skill 
and bravery throughout the war. 

It seems to be almost impossible for the average officer to write his 

recollections without really trying to write a history of the war from 

information he has compiled long after the termination of the struggle. 

The most remarkable feature of this book is the way in which the author 

has confined himself to what he did and what he knew at the time of the 

events, he records. It is really a remarkable and unusual achievement 

and adds greatly to the value of his work. This is what one wishes to 

find in such a book; but which he rarely does find. All students of the 

Civil War will find Major Howard's "Recollections" of interest and value. 

The True Ulysses S. Grant. By Charles King, Brig.-General U. S. 

V., 1898-99. With twenty-eight illustrations. Philadelphia and 

London. J. B. Lippincott Company, 1914, pp. 400, with index. 

For years the career of General Grant has been a subject of deep interest 

and much investigation by the soldier-author of this book. While it has 
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none of the sensationalism which has marred some of the "True" series 
no one need be told that General Wilson has given the story in a very 
interesting way. He has treated Grant's career as politician and president 
with the same care as he has studied his military career. The personality 
of the great Union leader is brought out in a way not usual in military 
biographies. The book is a distinct addition to American biography. 

Essays Political and Historical. By Charlemagne Tower. Author 
of "The Marquis De LaPayette in the American Revolution;" 
Former Minister of the United States to Austria-Hungary, Ambas- 
sador to Russia and Germany. Philadelphia and London. J. B. 
Lippincott Company. 1914; pp. 306. 
There have been but few Americans in public life who have had the 
opportunity of feeling the pulse of European sentiment as has Charlemagne 
Tower, the distinguished ex-member of our diplomatic service. In this 
volume with the exception of two essays concerning interesting features 
of the American Revolution the author treats the subjects dealing with 
the United States as a world power, with our country in relation to the 
other nations of the world. The European attitude towards the Monroe 
Doctrine, the Treaty Obligations of the United States Relating to the 
Panama Canal, The Relations of the United States to Arbitration for 
the Settlement of International Disputes, these and others of similar 
significance are matters concerning which all Americans intelligently in- 
terested in affairs political will be anxious to consider as treated by an 
experienced international statesman. There could be no more opportune 
time for the publication of this volume. 

The political essays are especially interesting in that they treat of 
subjects concerning which there is much talk but precious little specific 
knowledge, and in that they deal of matters that may well be of vital 
import to us in the near future, but the historical essays while not on 
such vital matters possess a real interest in that they delve in questions 
concerning which there is much discussion among both American and 
English historians: the civil and military actions of Lord Cornwallis 
and General Howe during the Revolution. It is one of the most fascinat- 
ing questions for us to settle with regard to our War for Independence. 

Brief Abstract of Lower Norfolk County and Norfolk County 
Wills, 1637-1710. By Charles Fleming Mcintosh, of Norfolk, Va. 
Published by the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Vir- 
ginia [Richmond], 1914. For sale by the Bell Book & Stationery 
Co., Richmond, Va., pp. 223, with full index. 
With the exception of the valuable Lower Norfolk County, Virginia, 

Antiquary, which contains only extracts of various dates, the remarkable 

collection of county records now in the clerk's office at Portsmouth, Va. . 

has been little accessible to persons outside of Norfolk. With the excep. 

tion of the Northampton County records at Eastville this is the oldest 



